Name: _____________________________________________________Your Cultural Attire:
Dialectical Journal (Scaffolded)



Class/Section: ____________________________________________
Date: ____________________________________________
While reading the essay “Your Cultural Attire,” record and respond to at least 5 quotations that evoke a strong reaction in you. Include several detailed sentences in each of the response columns. An example has been done for you.
	Quotation
	Significance (Summarize what the author is saying in your own words)
	Personal Reaction 
(Explain your opinion or experience)

	· “I was born and raised in California to Gujarati Indian parents from Tanzania, so I decided to wear what I thought back then best described my culture: a pair of khaki pants, an Oxford button-down shirt, and white Chuck Taylor Converse All Stars.” (¶1)

	· The author chooses to wear a more typically “American” outfit than a traditional one reflecting his Muslim and Indian cultures. His clothing demonstrates his identification with the culture he was born and raised in in California, and less connection to his family’s background. The other party guests seem confused by his choices, and the entire situation brings to light the layered and complex nature of individual identity and culture.
	· My sister navigated multiple cultures when she got married, and basically had two weddings—one incorporating traditional Vietnamese and Chinese clothing, food, and rituals, and an “American” one where she wore a modern white dress and held a casual reception in a park. I think my sister felt more like herself during the “American” part of the celebration, but included the Vietnamese and Chinese customs because she knew it was important to my parents and our older Asian relatives.
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