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As you read the text, use the SOAPS/DIDLS analysis below to describe the author’s argument. 
Give concrete examples from the text for each category.
	Subject
What is the topic of this text?
	

	Occasion
What is the time period in which this text was produced, and what do we know about this time period? What circumstances or situation may have influenced the author to write this text?
	

	Audience
Who is this text directed toward? (Who is the intended reader?) What prior knowledge about the text’s subject might the intended audience have? What thoughts and feelings might this text evoke in its intended audience, and why?
	

	Purpose
What is the author’s intention and message to the audience? What is the central argument (claim)? What might the author want the audience to think about or do as a result of reading this text?
	

	Speaker
Who is the author of the text and what is known about them? What tone does the author/speaker use to communicate to the intended audience? What attitude does the author/speaker seem to have toward the subject and the intended audience?
	


	Diction
Give several examples of the author’s diction (specific word choices), and explain its effect on the reader and the author’s intentions behind using it. Be sure to use adjectives to describe the type of words used (negative, inspiring, etc.)
	

	Imagery
Give several examples of the author’s images (words that paint a picture or appeal to the senses), and explain their effect on the reader and the author’s intentions behind using them.
	

	Details
Give several examples of the author’s details (facts, concrete evidence, and other forms of support), and explain their effect on the reader and the author’s intentions behind using them.
	

	Language
Give several examples of the author’s language (connotation, repetition, formal or casual diction), and explain its effect on the reader and the author’s intentions behind using it.
	

	Structure/Syntax
Give several examples of the text’s structure (organization), and explain its effect on the reader and the author’s intentions behind using it. 

In addition, give some examples of the author’s syntax (sentence structure) and explain its effect. Does the author use long or short sentences, or both? How does the author’s sentence style and variety emphasize certain ideas?
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