Within Makeshift Walls: Reading Assessment 
(SAMPLE RESPONSES)
Note: The following demonstrates sample ideas students may include in responses that, if complete, meet or exceed proficiency. See ODE Reading Scoring Guide for details.
Demonstrate Understanding
1. Recount the sequence of events from December 1941 to March 1942 that led to the forcible removal of Japanese Americans from their homes during World War II. Use specific evidence from the text.
(¶7) First, on December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.
(¶7) The next day, the U.S. declared war on Japan.
(¶7) On February 19, 1942, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which allowed the Secretary of War to exclude certain people (Japanese Americans) from certain military areas.
(¶11) On March 2, 1942, Gen. John L. DeWitt issued Public Proclamation No. 1, which created Military Areas 1 and 2 and excluded Japanese Americans from living on the entire West Coast.
(¶13) By the end of March 1942, about 120,000 Japanese Americans were forcibly removed from their homes and businesses.
2. Describe the uses of the Portland Expo Center throughout its history, from 1921 to the present day. Use specific evidence from the text.
	1921

(¶29)
	The space was used as the Pacific International Livestock Exposition, where animals were auctioned and rodeos were held.


	1942
(¶16, 
30-31)
	The space was used as the “Portland Assembly Center, a prison for human beings, many of them U.S. citizens, who had been accused of no crime.” It held 3,676 Japanese Americans from Oregon and southwest Washington.

	Today
(¶23-28)
	It hosts more than 115 events each year, such as the Portland Pet Expo, the Collectors West Gun and Knife Show, the Great NW Beer & Wine Fest, the Sustainable Preparedness Expo, and America’s Largest Antique and Collectible Show. People working there use golf carts to get around and communicate with walkie-talkies. It brings about $40 million of business to the Portland area each year.


Develop an Interpretation
3. a. Compare and contrast the reality of life in prison camps to their representation to the general public. Include at least two examples from the text for each column of the table below, then answer the question in Part B.
	Reality (¶33-40)
	Representation (¶40)

	¶34: “”The Wartime Civil Control Administration had boarded over the dirt floor, still containing years’ worth of animal droppings from the cattle auctions and rodeos. Each family was assigned a plywood cubicle, about twelve by fifteen feet.”
¶35: “‘The sound was the gate clicking behind us and the clatter of dishes around us. And…smell of food cooking…and the smell of Pine-Sol…You could kind of smell the manure underneath with the Pine-Sol…You could hear the wail, crying of babies and snoring of people.’”
¶36: “‘Life there was just a noisy terrible confusion…one day a gentleman decided that it was so hot that he would hose off the floor…I think he forgot that there was manure underneath the wooden planks…It didn’t take long for the water to hit the manure, and the steam started to rise, and we had the largest infestation of flies that I have ever seen in my life.’”

¶38: “‘From there on in…that was the end of my association with my family…I lost all my ability to speak Japanese…when that happened, that was the end of my association with [my family] completely.’”

¶39: “‘I would sit in the window and watch the lights of the Jantzen Beach, and I could see the Ferris wheels, the lights, and hear the music…I would sit in the window and listen to that knowing that that’s outside…It made one aware that your freedom is, is lost.’”

¶40: The camps had “‘poor living and employment conditions’” and “‘barbed wire, bayonets, [and] guard towers.’”
	¶40: “Photos taken at the time hardly portray [a] sense of loss…People are depicted as smiling, industrious, and comfortable.”
¶40: “‘War Relocation Authority (WRA) photographs show what appear to be posed or staged, smiling people.’”

¶40: “‘Manipulated images were a clear attempt to influence public opinion and a form of propaganda to show that life in camp wasn’t all that bad.’”



b. Lynn Fuchigami Longfellow, executive director of the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, explains that the War Relocation Authority (WRA) used “‘manipulated images…to influence public opinion and [as] a form of propaganda to show that life in camp wasn’t all that bad.’” 
Why did the WRA find it necessary to use propaganda rather than show the public the real conditions of the camps? What does this use of propaganda have in common with other uses of propaganda during World War II, other times in the past, or in the present? Support your answer with specific evidence from the text.
If the public was made aware of the reality of life in the camps, they would most likely be troubled by the imprisonment of innocent people whose only “crime” was being Japanese. They might realize that the U.S. government’s treatment of Japanese Americans was similar to the Nazi government’s treatment of the Jews and other targeted groups, and they might then question and challenge what was happening. 
This is similar to the use of propaganda by the Nazis against Jews, communists, and other groups they identified as enemies of the state. The Nazis used posters and images to convince the public that these groups were evil and responsible for their nation’s problems, then they used films and images to manipulate the public into believing that life in the European concentration camps was relatively pleasant and safe.
4. What was ironic about the imprisonment of Japanese Americans during World War II? How does it reflect the treatment of other populations during World War II, other times in the past, or in the present?  Support your answer with specific evidence from the text. 
Many of the imprisoned Japanese Americans were also U.S. citizens, and none of them had actually been accused of a crime. In addition, “no person of Japanese ancestry was ever charged with spying” during World War II.
The treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II reflects the Trump administration’s 2017 executive orders that suspend visas for people simply because they are from Muslim-majority countries. As it did in the 1940s, the U.S. government is again using hysteria over national security to justify the targeting of specific populations they view as a threat. 
Analyze Text
5. Give at least three different examples of people the author quotes for this essay. Explain the author’s purpose for quoting each person, and what overall effect these citations have on the author’s message.

	Person 1

(¶18-21, 43)
	Valerie Otani is an artist who created the installation Voices of Remembrance, which memorializes the imprisonment of Japanese Americans through several Japanese cultural symbols. She deeply understands the experience of the prisoners, such as the fact that people today still remember their assigned family number which they had to wear on tags.

	Person 2

(¶32-35, 39)
	Kara Kondo was a prisoner at the Portland Assembly Center, so she has firsthand knowledge of the challenging conditions of daily life there. Her memories make the experience come alive for the reader: the smells of food, manure, and Pine-Sol, and the sounds of being locked in, the crying of babies, and snoring people. 

	Person 3

(¶36)
	Shizuko “Suzie” Sakai was a prisoner at the Portland Assembly Center, so she has firsthand knowledge of the challenging conditions of daily life there. Her memories make the experience come alive for the reader: a very hot day, steam rising from manure, and flies everywhere.

	Person 4 (additional option)

(¶38)
	Frank Muramatsu was a prisoner at the Portland Assembly Center, so he has firsthand knowledge of the challenging conditions of daily life there. His memories make the experience come alive for the reader: his relationship to his culture completely changed as he stopped spending as much time with his family and stopped speaking Japanese.

	Person 5 (additional option)

(¶40)
	Lynn Fuchigami Longfellow is the executive director of the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, which honors and documents the local history of Japanese Americans. She has historical evidence of the prisoners’ experience in the camps.

	Person 6 (additional option)

(¶45)
	Linda Tamura wrote the book Nisei Soldiers Break Their Silence: Coming Home to Hood River, which describes the injustices Japanese Americans continued to face after the war ended and they were released from the camps. She is an expert on Japanese Americans’ experiences after imprisonment and World War II.

	Overall effect of these quotes/ citations on the author’s message
	Each of these sources provides the author with greater credibility on this topic and allows him to share more meaningful examples of the Japanese American experience with readers. This helps readers better understand and appreciate Portland’s history, its connections to Portland’s present, and the injustice that the Japanese Americans suffered during this time. By including first-hand accounts from camp survivors, the author exposes the truth of this injustice after it was suppressed during, and even after, the war for many years.


6. Why does the author include descriptions of the Portland Expo Center today, and of riding the Yellow Line MAX train to and from the Expo Center? What effect does this have on the historical information in the rest of the essay?
The author includes the description of the MAX ride in order to create a transition into the history of the essay, and connect life in the present to the events of the past. People who ride this MAX train regularly may have no idea that the Yellow Line goes to a place that used to be a prison camp for Japanese Americans. 

The author also describes the Portland Expo Center today to show the sharp contrast between the way it is used now and the way it was used during World War II. This makes the story of the Japanese Americans in the rest of the essay even more shocking, because it’s hard to imagine that a place now used for pet expos and antique shows was once used as a prison. This startles the reader and prompts them to think about the significance of past events in places that people casually go to every day. This also makes them consider the injustice of these past events and brings awareness to similar injustices that are still occurring in our society today.
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