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Within Makeshift Walls: Poem
Using the information in the essay “Within Makeshift Walls” as inspiration, compose a poem from the perspective of one of the Japanese Americans imprisoned at the Portland Assembly Center during World War II. Incorporate details provided by actual survivors, but keep the identity of the speaker in your poem anonymous in order to represent the experience of many survivor voices that have previously gone unheard.
Requirements:

1. Use at least five direct references from the text. Focus on sensory details shared by the survivors in the essay. (See paragraphs 20, 33-40, and 42-43).
2. Incorporate at least two of the following poetic devices: repetition, rhyme, contrast, alliteration, consonance, assonance, metaphor, imagery, simile, and sensory language.

Japanese Evacuees, Portland Assembly Center, 1942


(Courtesy: Oregon Historical Society)
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