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Within Makeshift Walls: Poem
Using the information in the essay “Within Makeshift Walls” as inspiration, compose a poem from the perspective of one of the Japanese Americans imprisoned at the Portland Assembly Center during World War II. Incorporate details provided by actual survivors, but keep the identity of the speaker in your poem anonymous in order to represent the experience of many survivor voices that have previously gone unheard. Use the line starters and sample poem below for ideas.
Requirements:

1. Use at least five direct references from the text. Focus on sensory details shared by the survivors in the essay. (See paragraphs 20, 33-40, and 42-43).
2. Incorporate at least two of the following poetic devices: repetition, rhyme, contrast, alliteration, consonance, assonance, metaphor, imagery, simile, and sensory language. 

Line starters:

You may know that I…

But you may not know…

I wanted to ________________, but…

I want you to know my story because…

I hoped…

I wished…

I saw/smelled/heard/touched/tasted…

I remember…
I felt…

I was…

I was not…

I/they knew…

I/they didn’t know…
Sample poem
Inside these walls
I remember

No ceiling above me

And manure below me.

Outside these walls

The city lights glittered

And Ferris wheels turned.

Inside these walls

I heard 
The click of the gate

And the wail of crying babies.

Outside these walls

People saw our posed photos

And thought we enjoyed this.
Inside these walls

I smelled
Food cooking,

Pine-Sol,

And steaming manure.

Outside these walls

No one saw

The barbed wire,

Bayonets, 

Or guard towers.

Inside these walls

I saw 
Flies swarming in the hot air.

Outside these walls 

People believed the happy lies.

Inside these walls

I felt 
My family, my language,

My whole culture

Slipping away.

Outside those walls
I rebuilt my life

Out of nothing.

Outside those walls

I speak the truth today.
Outside those walls

I am now free.

Japanese Evacuees, Portland Assembly Center, 1942


(Courtesy: Oregon Historical Society)
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