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Within Makeshift Walls:
Post-Reading Discussion/Writing Response
Review your notes and work so far for the essay “Within Makeshift Walls.” Then, you will analyze and discuss the meaning and significance of the following quotation from the essay in a small group, large group, Socratic Seminar, or, in a writing response, according to your teacher’s instructions. You must support your ideas with specific references from the essay, plus other relevant texts.
A plaque near the entrance of the Portland Expo Center commemorates the imprisonment of the Japanese Americans there and reads:
“May the principles inherent in the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights be kept alive in the hearts of all Americans so that similar injustices will never be repeated.”

Address at least one of the following questions in your analysis:

1) How do societies balance the relationship between the principles of freedom and security? What, if any, sacrifices are necessary to maintain these principles in society?
2) How do war and conflict affect relations between people and the treatment of different groups?
3) Why is it important to know the history of where we live, and how does this history shape the ways in which we live in the present?

4) What are the obstacles and opportunities that immigrants experience, and how can we best address these obstacles to create more equal opportunities for all?
5) Does the U.S. Constitution equally apply to all people? Why or why not?
Evacuees wait to register, Portland, 1942


(Courtesy: Oregon Historical Society)
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