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The Original Laws: 

Post-Reading Discussion/Writing Response
Review your notes and work so far for the essay “The Original Laws.” Then, you will analyze and discuss one or all of the following questions in a small group, large group, Socratic Seminar, or in a writing response, according to your teacher’s instructions. You must support your ideas with specific references from the essay, plus other relevant texts.
1. How do we determine which ancient cultural values to honor and maintain within constantly changing societies?

2. How can we synthesize and resolve conflicting ethics of different cultures to create a better future for all?

3. Is it possible to return to “the old ways” of cultures that have been systematically suppressed and destroyed, and if so, how?

4. What policies and practices should be implemented to preserve and manage species and natural systems in a way that meets “the needs of the many, not of the few”?

5. Why is it important to know the history of where we live, including the history of indigenous peoples and species?  How does this history shape the ways we live in the present?
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