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The Original Laws: 

Post-Reading Discussion/Writing Response
Review your notes and work so far for the essay “The Original Laws.” Then, you will analyze and discuss one or all of the following questions in a small group, large group, Socratic Seminar, or in a writing response, according to your teacher’s instructions. You must support your ideas with specific references from the essay, plus other relevant texts.
1. How do we determine which ancient cultural values to honor and maintain within constantly changing societies?

2. How can we synthesize and resolve conflicting ethics of different cultures to create a better future for all?

3. Is it possible to return to “the old ways” of cultures that have been systematically suppressed and destroyed, and if so, how?

4. What policies and practices should be implemented to preserve and manage species and natural systems in a way that meets “the needs of the many, not of the few”?

5. Why is it important to know the history of where we live, including the history of indigenous peoples and species?  How does this history shape the ways we live in the present?


Scaffolded Preparation: Complete the following task to organize your ideas.
Choose one of the questions above and find three examples and/or quotations from your reader response notes that help answer the question in some way. For instance, use the quotations you found for the “Compare and Contrast” section to help answer Questions #1 and/or #2.
SENTENCE STARTERS to use during discussion or Socratic Seminar

(Adapted from Burke, Jim. What’s the Big Idea? Heinemann, 2010.)

Prior Knowledge

• I’m already aware that . . .

• This relates to . . .

• This reminds me of . . .

Asking Questions

• I wonder why . . . ?

• What if . . . ?

• Why is it . . . ?

• _________________, I’m not sure I follow you. Can you tell us more about ________________?

Making Connections

• That’s like in the book when . . .

• That reminds me of when we studied/read…

• This is similar to when . . .

• I can relate to that because . . .

Summarizing

• The main idea is . . .

• Everyone seems to think . . .

• The most important points are . . .

Comparing

• ______________ is like _______________ because . . .

• _____________ and _____________ are saying the same thing, which is . . .

• _____________ and _____________ agree that ________________, but I think ___________________ would not agree about ______________________ , because . . .

Clarifying/Revising

• What I mean is . . .

• Another way of saying this is . . .

• I didn’t mean to imply _________________; I actually mean  . . .

• At first I thought _________________, but then I realized __________________ and now think . . .

Reflecting and Relating

• In the end, I believe . . .

• I first thought __________________, but now I think _________________ because . . .

• While I realize ___________________, I think ____________________ because . . .

• I’m still wondering about . . .

• This is relevant to my life because . . .

• My conclusion at this point is that . . .
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