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I. COMPARE AND CONTRAST
Compare and contrast three perspectives on nature: indigenous (“communion”), colonial (“dominion”), and modern attempts to reconcile the indigenous and colonial perspectives (“restoration”). Include and explain at least two quotations from the essay for each category. See the example for ideas.
	COMMUNION                                                      (Paragraphs 2-6, 8-9, 11, 16)
	DOMINION                                                 (Paragraphs 4-5, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16)
	RESTORATION                                              (Paragraphs 23-25)

	1. “The animal and plant community all communicated with each other. They had a common language. It’s not that they were like people; they were exactly themselves. But they had a language that they shared; they had an ability to communicate. When we first were born of this earth we had the ability to understand those animals.” (¶8)
Bobbie Conner, director of the Tamástslikt Cultural Institute on the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, illustrates the communal relationship between Indigenous peoples and other species. Ancient peoples were in touch with natural systems and respected humans’ role within the whole, balancing their needs with the needs of all creatures.

2. “We don’t call a tree a resource. We don’t call the fish a resource. We don’t call the bison a resource. We call them our relatives.” (¶11)


	1. “A clear pattern was in place: remove all indigenous species, including humans, that stood in the way of the picture Manifest Destiny had painted of how the American West should look and how its natural resources and life should be treated.” (¶10)

 2. “The Original Laws that had guided the use of lands and waters were erased, and new laws based on property, resource ownership, and commerce were put into place.” (¶16)
	1.”Over the past few decades tribes have been working to restore historical fish populations and apply the ethics of the Original Laws to management decisions through a combination of treaty rights and the implementation of congressional fish, wildlife, and environmental protections.” (¶23)
2.”He dreams of a day when the needs of the many, not of the few, including all of the life in the river, are deemed a priority in management and practice.” (¶25)


II. CAUSE AND EFFECT
For each cause listed below that is related to the disruption of the Original Laws, identify at least one effect on humans, plants, and animals. See the example to help you get started.
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Paragraph 10: “A clear pattern was in place: remove all indigenous species, including humans, that stood in the way of the picture Manifest Destiny had painted of how the American West should look and how its natural resources and life should be treated.”





Paragraph 10: “Native species to the region began to shrink and disappear. Some of these species, such as lamprey eels and wolves, disappeared by intentional eradication and bounty programs.  Others disappeared because of unsustainable extraction, commercialization, and industrial development.”








Paragraph 14: More and more settlers came to Wallowa valley every year and the US government evicted the Nez Perce from their lands, leading to war








Paragraph 14: “Plentiful and seemingly boundless fish and game, as well as timber and forage for cattle” and “the discovery of gold” in the American West





CAUSE





EFFECT





Paragraph 16: “The Original Laws that had guided the use of lands and waters were erased, and new laws based on property, resource ownership, and commerce were put into place.”





Paragraph 16


Multiple possibilities:


“Two hunters in Wallowa County once ‘harvested’ a thousand deer in one season.”


“Commercial trapping had already depleted much of the fur-bearing wildlife population in the Columbia watershed.”


“Old-growth forest was soon logged out, and timeless patterns of fire ecology were suppressed through misunderstanding and because of threat to industry.”


“Streamside riparian zones became depleted of foliage essential to providing shade, which keeps water cool, and of fallen logs, which create pools in rivers and streams that are needed by salmon and steelhead.”


“The young shoots of willows and cottonwoods that replenished…foliage became nutrient-rich fodder for unchecked grazing by cattle.”


“After elk and deer were reintroduced for sport-hunting purposes, but without predators like wolves and grizzlies that teach grazers not to linger in riparian zones where they will be hunted, these wild ruminants also took part in the extinction of salmon and steelhead in tributary streams.”








CAUSE





EFFECT





Paragraphs 17-20


Multiple possibilities:


-Wallowa Lake Dam “blocks passage of fish that migrate from the Pacific Ocean to Wallowa Lake and the high-country streams in the northeastern section of the Wallowa Mountains” which led to the extinction of Wallowa Lake sockeye


-Other salmon populations disappeared, including “June hogs,” which “could reach upwards of four feet in length and could weigh over one hundred pounds”


-“Native people living in ancestral village sites along the river…were displaced by flooding”


-Celilo Falls was submerged, which removed a place of congregation for migrating fish, and thus an important gathering place and source of sustenance for tribes


-Dams took away stable homes for the Big River People, along with “their livelihood to live and maintain on the river and have a strong place to build their family”


-Fish and suckers [lamprey eels] slowly went away








Paragraphs 17-20: Completion of Wallowa Lake Dam in 1916, the Grand Coulee Dam in 1939, and The Dalles Dam in 1957





Using the information from the essay, write in each item below on the appropriate place on the timeline.


-1877: Nez Perce War/Chief Joseph surrenders	-Original Laws guide all life in Columbia Basin	-1957: The Dalles Dam


-Manifest Destiny belief drives Western settlement	-1916: Wallowa Lake Dam			-Wallowa Lake sockeye extinction


-US government evicts Nez Perce from land		-Tribes utilize Original Laws for restoration	-1939: Grand Coulee Dam


-Tribal fishery departments work on species recovery	-Native species begin to shrink/disappear	-Mid-1800s: Discovery of gold in West


-Seemingly boundless fish and game 		-Young people return to traditional perspectives		
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10,000 B.C.E. to 1800
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Harmony in natural systems�
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